
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Re-Generation in Transport in the heart of Europe - here’s 
everything that awaits at Transport Research Arena 2026 

 
2 March 2026 – From 18 to 21 May 2026, Hungary will host Europe’s largest transport research 
and innovation event, the Transport Research Arena (TRA) conference and exhibition. The 11th 
edition of the TRA will focus on four topics of growing importance: user-centered mobility, green 
mobility, planning and operations, and digitalisation of transport. 
 
Few places capture the spirit of Europe like Budapest — a city where history, culture, and innovation 
meet on the banks of the Danube. Today, the Hungarian capital is emerging as one of Europe’s most 
exciting hubs for transport research and technological innovation. Hungary’s strong academic 
foundations, engineering excellence, and growing start-up ecosystem make it the perfect host for TRA 
2026. This year’s event will be the 11th edition of TRA, following successful conferences in 
Gothenburg, Ljubljana, Brussels, Athens, Paris, Warsaw, Vienna, Helsinki, Lisbon and Dublin. 
 
More than 100 exhibitors, and 3000+ industry professionals from 69 countries will come together 
to discuss the future of transport. 4 plenary sessions with high-level speakers, 12 strategic sessions 
that focus on major areas of innovation, 70 scientific and technical sessions, 30 special sessions 
(discussion panels, workshops organized by supporting organizations and partners), technology and 
prototype showcases, hundreds of oral presentations and posters await everyone for over four days 
at Hungexpo, in an arena that spans over 30,000 m2. Besides the expo, there will also be several 
technical visits and behind-the-scenes demonstrations at Hungarian companies, including Budapest 
Transport Centre, ZalaZone Autonomous Vehicle Test Track and Liszt Ferenc International Airport. 
 
Re-Generation in Transport 
 
The theme of the 2026 edition, Re-Generation in Transport, reflects a collective call for renewal in 
response to social, environmental, and technological challenges. It focuses on engaging the next 
generation of thinkers, innovators, and leaders to drive transformation toward cleaner, more efficient, 
and forward-looking transport systems. 
 
TRA 2026 will focus on four main areas: 
 
User-centred mobility:  
We discuss how transport policy, smart regulation, and sustainable funding can drive innovation to 
support the mobility transition - including rural mobility. How do we ensure safety across road, rail, air, 
and water while better protecting cyclists and micromobility users in multimodal systems? What can 
we do for accessibility, elderly mobility and social equity in transport? And how can active travel and 
shared mobility solutions build more sustainable, integrated, and user-centered transport systems?  
 
Green mobility and decarbonisation 
Green vehicles across road, rail, air, and water – switching to zero-emission trucks, buses, trains and 
vessels would serve the environment greatly. But are green policies and e-mobility regulations evolving 
fast enough? Can electrification, smart grids, hydrogen, biofuels, sustainable aviation and maritime 
fuels replace those we use nowadays? And what about freight transport – can we reduce emission 



 

 

and noise while improving efficiency? We discuss circular economy principles too - resource 
efficiency, recycling, eco-design, and reverse logistics for a climate neutral, greener future. 
 
Planning and operations 
Climate change resilience, cybersecurity, adaptive transport systems - are our infrastructure, rerouting 
strategies, and risk management tools ready for the next disruption? Smarter urban infrastructure 
management – through better planning, congestion control, land use, curbside and parking strategies, 
and water mobility could create more efficient cities. What role will innovative, zero-emission logistics 
and last-mile solutions play? And how can advanced decision-support models and transportation 
economics – from pricing to infrastructure investment – drive smarter, more competitive systems? 
 
Digitalisation of transport 
Automated mobility – autonomous cars, trucks, trains, and vessels – will reshape transport through 
V2X communication, advanced driver assistance systems, digital twins, and software-defined 
vehicles. But can connected transport systems and IoT-enabled networks unlock seamless real-time 
data exchange? Will big data, AI, and machine learning transform traffic forecasting and geospatial 
analysis? Can Mobility as a Service integrate multimodal platforms and digital mobility solutions 
effectively? And how far can predictive analytics, route optimization, and adaptive systems take 
smarter, more resilient transport management? 
 
A special highlight of the event will be the TRA VISIONS Awards, which recognize both young and 
senior researchers whose pioneering work is shaping the future of Europe’s transport ecosystem. The 
awards place outstanding talent in the spotlight, honoring those who drive innovation, advance 
knowledge, and contribute to sustainable mobility solutions. By celebrating creativity, excellence, and 
collaboration, the TRA VISIONS Awards not only acknowledge achievement but also inspire the next 
generation of transport leaders. 
 
European Collaboration, Hungarian Participation 
 
TRA 2026 is being organized in close cooperation with the Ministry of Construction and Transport, 
Hungarian Public Roads PLC, the European Commission, and 17 additional Hungarian and 
international partner organizations. These partners include leading universities, scientific associations, 
and key stakeholders from the transport and mobility sectors, reflecting the broad professional alliance 
behind the event. 
 
More information: https://traconference.eu 
Media assets: https://traconference.eu/p/press 
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