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PRESS RELEASE

European Transport Research Converges in Budapest:
TRA 2026 Opens with Renewed Commitment to
Sustainable Mobility

Transport Research Arena 2026 kicks off with a high-level press conference bringing together
EU institutions, national authorities, and seven pan-European technology platforms to present
the next chapter of transport R&I.

Budapest, Hungary, 18 May 2026 — The 2026 edition of the Transport Research Arena (TRA) officially
opened today in Budapest, Hungary, with a dedicated press conference gathering senior representatives
from the European Commission, the Hungarian national authorities, and leading European transport
research platforms. Under the theme “Re-Generation in Transport”, the event set the tone for four days of
intensive exchanges on research, innovation and policy in road, rail, waterborne, and aviation transport.

Date 18-21 May 2026

Venue Budapest, Hungary — HUNGEXPO

Theme “Re-Generation in Transport — How European research is shaping the next mobility
transition”

Website www.traconference.eu

A European Agenda for Transport Transformation

TRA 2026 brings together more than 3,000 professionals from 69 countries — researchers, engineers,
policymakers and industry leaders from across Europe and beyond. The conference serves as the
primary meeting point for the European transport research community, spanning all transport modes
and the full spectrum from fundamental research to market deployment.

This year’s edition reflects a sector at a critical juncture: the twin imperatives of decarbonisation and
digital transformation are reshaping every aspect of how people and goods move. The TRA 2026
scientific programme — with 970 papers, 420 oral presentations, 550 posters and 865 conference
proceedings — reflects the breadth and depth of Europe’s research response.

QUOTE - European Commission

“Transport is undergoing a systemic transformation, driven by automation, digitalisation and
sustainable innovation. Transport Research Arena is where Europe comes together to build
partnerships, strengthen collaboration and accelerate deployment. With hundreds of
researchers, projects and innovators showcased across the exhibition including at the Transport
for Europe stand it is a key moment to connect ideas with action and drive Europe’s transport
transition forward”

— Magda Kopczynska, Director-General, DG MOVE, European Commission

Hungary at the Heart of European Transport Innovation

As host country, Hungary has placed transport innovation at the centre of its European engagement.
Budapest provides a fitting backdrop for TRA 2026: a city investing heavily in public transport
modernisation, smart mobility infrastructure, and sustainable urban logistics.
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The Hungarian government has been actively involved in shaping the conference programme and in
ensuring that TRA 2026 leaves a lasting legacy for the national research community.

Seven Sectors, One Vision: The Sectoral Showcases

A central feature of the TRA 2026 press conference was the Innovation in Practice showcase, in
which representatives of Europe’s seven major transport technology platforms each presented their
sector’s key R&l contributions and priorities:

* Road transport & infrastructure | ERTRAC — Stephan Neugebauer
* Logistics & supply chains | ALICE — Fernando Liesa

+ Safety & land transport | ETRA — Ingrid Skogsmo

* Rail transport | ERRAC — Dr. Marion Berbineau

* Maritime & inland waterways | WATERBORNE - Jaap Gebraad

+ Aviation & air mobility | ACARE - Joris Melkert

Together, these platforms represent the organised voice of European transport research. Their
coordinated presence at TRA 2026 underscores the cross-modal nature of the sector’s challenges —
from decarbonisation and digitalisation to safety, resilience and the mobility needs of an ageing
population.

Re-Generation: Investing in the Next Wave of Transport Researchers

A distinctive feature of TRA 2026 is the prominent role given to early-career researchers through TRA
VISIONS - a dedicated competition and mentoring programme that connects the next generation of
transport scientists with senior figures from academia, industry and policy.

TRA VISIONS reflects the conference’s belief that the “re-generation” of transport is not only
technological: it is also generational. By supporting and showcasing the work of young researchers,
TRA 2026 aims to strengthen the pipeline of talent that will carry Europe’s transport research
ambitions forward.

Passing the Baton: TRA 2028 in Italy

In a sign of TRA’s growing momentum as a pan-European institution, the press conference also
featured a first look ahead to TRA 2028, which will be hosted in Italy.

QUOTE - TRA 2028 Host - Italy

“See you in Milan in just a couple of years.”
— Gianpiero Mastinu, TRA 2028 Italian Host Representative

About TRA - Transport Research Arena

TRA — Transport Research Arena — is Europe’s largest conference on transport research and
innovation. Held every two years in a different European city, TRA brings together research, industry
and policy communities across all transport modes. The 2026 edition is the 11th in the series,
following successful conferences in Gothenburg, Ljubljana, Brussels, Athens, Paris, Warsaw, Vienna,
Helsinki, Lisbon and Dublin.

TRA 2026 is organised in close cooperation with the Ministry of Construction and Transport,
Hungarian Public Roads (MK/Kdzut), the European Commission, and 17 additional Hungarian and
international partner organisations. The conference is co-funded by the European Union under Grant
Agreement no. 101147335.
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Patrik Erdei — PR Account Manager | patrik.erdei@lounge.hu
Press kit, high-resolution images and speaker biographies available at: www.traconference.eu/press
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